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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and usefuf improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 18-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. A machine-readable medium is considered a 
manufacture unless there is evidence in Applicant's specification that they intend for it to 
cover signals, waves, etc. Applicant discloses "a machine readable medium" as 
including "propogated signals (e.g., carrier waves, infrared signals, digital signals, etc.) 
(page 1 1 , paragraph [0059]). 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4, 10-14 and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Thurott ("Thurott", Thurott, Paul. "Windows Media Player 7 
reviewed." Paul Thurott's SuperSite for Windows. 15 August 2000. 
http://www.winsupersite.com/reviews/wmp7.asp ) in view of Cowart et al. ("Cowart", Cowart, 
Robert, and Knittel, Brian. Special Edition Using Microsoft Windows XP Professional. 
Que, 04 December 2001.). 

5. As per independent claim 1 , Thurott teaches an integrated management method 
for multimedia contents integratedly managing a plurality of multimedia players to replay 
multimedia files (Windows Media Player reviewed, WMP7 is an "all-in-one" digital media 
solution), comprising: 

a file information registration window (Fig. 1) in which a list of file information of 
the multimedia files is displayed (Organizing music and video with the Media Library; 
and Fig. 1), the file information being registered in a file information database (DB) 
(Organizing music and video with the Media Library, You can add your entire music 
collection to the library. If you need something more specific, you can create playlists) ; 
and 
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registering the file information of the multimedia files in the file information DB by 
dragging and dropping the multimedia files displayed in the file search window to the file 
information registration window (Organizing music and video with the Media Library, 
You can drag and drop entire drives worth of music into WMP7 ). 

However, Thurott does not teach expressly the method further comprising 
activating a file search window in which a list of multimedia files is displayed. 

Cowart teaches a method comprising activating a file search window in which a 
list of multimedia files is displayed (Indexing, text-search system] and figure 29.10). 

Thurott and Cowart are analogous art because they are in the same field of 
endeavor, namely graphical user interfaces. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to provide the functions as taught by Cowart within the management 
method of Thurott in order to find files more efficiently. 

Independent claim 18 is similar in scope to independent claim 1 and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 10 and 1 1 combined are similar in scope to independent claim 1 and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

6. As per claim 2, the modified Thurott, in view of Cowart, teaches the integrated 
management method according to claim 1, wherein the registering the file information 
(Thurott, Fig. 1) comprises listing file information of dragged/dropped multimedia files 
(Thurott, Organizing music and video with the Media Library, You can drag and drop 
entire drives worth of music into WMP7). 
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Claims 12 and 19 are individually similar in scope to claim 2 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

7. As per claim 3, the modified Thurott, in view of Cowart, teaches the integrated 
management method according to claim 1 , 

wherein the file information registration window comprises at least one of a , 
registration windows according to contents, which is separated according to types of the 
multimedia files (Thurott, Fig. 1, Audio, Video, etc.), and 

wherein the activating the file information registration window comprises 
selecting one of the registration windows according to contents and activating a 
selected registration window according to contents (Thurott, Fig. 1 , New Age was 
selected, as a result Back to the Rivers of Belief is displayed alongside related 
content.). 

Claims 13 and 20 are individually similar in scope to claim 3 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

8. As per claim 4, the modified Thurott, in view of Cowart, teaches the integrated 
management method according to claim 3, 

wherein the file information DB comprises at least one file information DB 
according to contents corresponding to the registration window according to contents 
(Thurott, Organizing music and video with the Media Library, You can add your entire 
music collection to the library. If you need something more specific, you can create 
play lists), and 
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wherein the registering the file information comprises registering the file 
information in the file information DB according to contents corresponding to types of 
the multimedia files (Thurott, Fig. 1, Audio, Video, etc.). 

Claims 14 and 21 are individually similar in scope to claim 4 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

9. Claims 5-8, 15, 16 and 22-25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Thurott ("Thurott", Thurott, Paul. "Windows Media Player 7 
reviewed." Paul Thurott's SuperSite for Windows. 15 August 2000. 
http://www.winsupersite.com/reviews/wmp7.asp) and Cowart et al. ("Cowart", Cowart, 
Robert, and Knittel, Brian. Special Edition Using Microsoft Windows XP Professional. 
Que, 04 December 2001 .) and in further view of Hikida et al. ("Hikida", US #5,737,737). 

10. As per claim 5 the modified Thurott, in view of Cowart, teaches the integrated 
management method according to claim 3, wherein the registering of the file information 
further comprises: 

inspecting whether one of the multimedia files that is dragged and dropped in an 
activated registration window according to contents has a file type that is able to be 
registered in the activated registration window according to contents (Thurott, Windows 
Media Player 7 reviewed, WMP7 is unable to playback many formats). 

However, the modified Thurott, in view of Cowart, does not teach expressly the 
method comprising: 
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displaying an error message when one of the multimedia files that is dragged and 
dropped in the activated registration window according to contents does not have a file 
type that is able to be registered in the activated registration window according to 
contents. 

Hikida teaches a method comprising: displaying an error message when one of 
the multimedia files that is dragged and dropped in the activated registration window 
according to contents does not have a file type that is able to be registered in the 
activated registration window according to contents (fig. 26). 

Thurott, Cowart and Hikida are analogous art because they are in the same field 
of endeavor, namely graphical user interfaces. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to provide the functions as taught by Hikida within the management 
method of the modified Thurott, in view of Cowart, in order to provide the user with 
constructive feedback. 

Claim 22 is similar in scope to claim 5 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

11. As per claim 6 the modified Thurott, in view of Cowart and Hikida, teaches the 
integrated management method according to claim 5, wherein the inspecting comprises 
examining an extension of the multimedia file (Hikida, column 9, lines 40-59). 

Claim 23 is similar in scope to claim 6 and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 
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12. As per claim 7 the modified Thurott, in view of Cowart and Hikida, teaches the 
integrated management method according to claim 5, wherein the file information of the 
multimedia files includes address information of the multimedia files (Hikida, column 10, 
lines 48-61). 

Claims 15 and 24 are individually similar in scope to claim 7 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

13. As per claim 8 the modified Thurott, in view of Cowart and Hikida, teaches the 
integrated management method according to claim 5, wherein the file information of the 
multimedia files includes Meta information of the multimedia files (Hikida, column 7, 
lines 30-31). 

Claims 16 and 25 are individually similar in scope to claim 8 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

14. Claims 9, 17 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Thurott ("Thurott", Thurott, Paul. "Windows Media Player 7 reviewed." Paul 
Thurott's SuperSite for Windows. 15 August 2000. 

http://www.winsupersite.com/reviews/wmp7.asp ). Cowart et al. ("Cowart", Cowart, Robert, and 
Knittel, Brian. Special Edition Using Microsoft Windows XP Professional. Que, 04 
December 2001 .) and Hikida et al. ("Hikida", US #5,737,737) and in further view of Levy 
et al. ("Levy", US #2002/0033844). 

15. As per claim 9 the modified Thurott, in view of Cowart and Hikida, teaches the 
integrated management method according to claim 8. However, the modified Thurott 
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does not teach expressly the method wherein the registering of the file information 
further comprises inputting the file information of the dragged/dropped multimedia file 
when the dragged/dropped multimedia file does not include the Meta information. 

Levy teaches a method wherein the registering of the file information further 
comprises inputting the file information of the dragged/dropped multimedia file when the 
dragged/dropped multimedia file does not include the Meta information (page 6, 
paragraph [0075]). 

Thurott, Cowart, Hikida and Levy are analogous art because they are in the 
same field of endeavor, namely managing files in graphical user interfaces. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to provide the functions as taught by Levy within the management method 
of the modified Thurott, in view of Cowart and Hikida, in order to improve connection of 
multimedia content to a database. 

Claims 17 and 26 are individually similar in scope to claim 9 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Puranik et al. (US #6,665,687) teaches a search system for multimedia 
applications. 

Hirose (US #5,745,1 12) teaches a method for responding to a drag operation. 
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1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ian M. Purcell whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5755. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Ian M. Purcell 
Examiner 
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